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“Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached." 



TEACHINGS OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA 



By M. 

Classes of devotees: the ever-free— Reason and devotion— The highest devotion — 
Guru and Ishta— Outer garb and inner thought— The Master’s experience in Samadhi. 



February 25, 1883. After his noon 
meal the Master conversed with the 
devotees. Ram, Kedar, Nityagopal, 
M., and others had arrived from 
Calcutta. Rakhal, Harish, Latu, and 
Hazra were living with the Master. 
Mr. Choudhury, who had three or four 
university degrees and was a Govern- 
ment official, was also present. He 
had recently lost his wife, and had 
visited the Master several times for 
peace of mind. 

Master (to Ram and the other 
devotees) : ‘Devotees like Rakhal, 

Narendra, and Bhavanath may be 
called Nityasiddhas. Their spiritual 
consciousness has been awake since 
their very birth. They assume human 
bodies only to impart spiritual illumi- 
nation to others. 

‘There is another class of devotees 
known as Kripasiddha, that is to say, 



those upon whom the grace of God 
descends all of a sudden and who attain 
divine knowledge and vision at once. 
Such people may be likened to a room 
which has been dark for a thousand 
years, but which becomes lighted imme- 
diately, not little by little, the moment 
a lamp is brought into it. 

‘Those who lead a worldly life must 
practise spiritual discipline; they should 
pray eagerly to God in solitude. (To 
Mr. Choudhury) God cannot be realized 
through scholarship. Who, indeed, can 
understand the things of the spirit 
through reason? On the contrary, all 
should strive for devotion at the lotus 
feet of God. 

‘Infinite are the glories of God. How 
little can you fathom them ! Can you 
ever find out the meaning of God’s 
ways ? 

‘Bhishma was no other than one of 



